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The Brighter Side 


In the other column of this page we have 
outlined a situation that exposes some of 
the unchristian, dangerous and harmful 
deceptions that are being carried on in this 
war. There is a brighter side, and, al- 
though as usual evil seems more powerful 
than good and the report presented in this 
column seems slight in comparative impor- 
tance, we believe it holds real significance. 

While the older conservative elements in 
Washington and London are holding the 
upper hand in the present political and 
economic scene, the younger leaders are in 
charge of the air power and air transport 
problems. These air leaders of the United 
Nations recently held a very important con- 
ference in London at-which a victory was 
won for the American concept of interna- 
tional air control. This concept grants all 
nations the right to, fly, land, set down and 
pick up passengers, mail and cargo any- 
where in the world, provided certain basic 
regulations for safety and fair competition 
are observed. 

The monopolistic plan pushed by British 
and French air corporations was voted 
down by the conference in favor of the 
American plan. In compromise, the Ameri- 
can air leaders agreed to help Britain make 
up her present deficiency of commercial 
planes so the Americans will not have an 
unfair lead in post-war competition. 

Aviation is the heart of tomorrow’s 
world. Young men with wings seem to 
have more vision than old men with titles 
and wealth. 


Behind Gandhi’s Release 


As we have reported to you frequently, 
the vast majority of common Englishmen, 
labor organizations, church youth groups, 
etc., have not approved the British Colonial 
government’s ruthless, undemocratic and un- 
christian treatment of India. 

The reason for Gandhi’s release was not 
because of his ill health as reported from 
London. Because of the pressure of pro- 
tests arising on every side, the British gov- 
ernment for a long time wanted to release 
him without losing face. Gandhi’s recent 
attack of malaria gave the first opportunity 
of escape, without appearing to be giving 
in to Gandhi, from the malodorous situation 
the Colonial Office had got itself into. 

Watch for a new drive for a settlement 
of the Indian political deadlock. The pres- 
sure on the British Colonial government 
from the English people themselves (a fact 
we are not allowed to hear about in the 
United States) and from America is forc- 
ing the British government to action. 

Don’t be fooled by all the talk that the 
Moslem-Hindu question is what stands in 
the way. That is the British government’s 


(Continued on next page) 


THE WRONG OF WAR is not in its, suffering and sacrifice but that the suffering 
and sacrifice is so often in vain. Golgotha, but 
it was for truth and love. When men suffer for truth and love, it is never in vain. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


It is the greed and hate now dominating the passions of this war, no matter how 
idealistic the propaganda sounds, that will set it down in history as the most w asteful, 
insane period of human existence so far. -We started out to fight for ideals, but our 
fight for ideals got involved with our investments and colonies. Today all the genius 
of statesmanship in London and Washington is being used to say to the people, “Now 
about that Atlantic Charter; it is a lovely concept of our ideals, but we must be prac- 
tical. We set up the Charter during desperate, harried days. Now that we have 
things under control we must be intelligent and practical ... we must interpret the 
Charter now in the light of our commitments and responsibilities.” (When they say 
that in London and Washington and Wall Street, they mean colonies and investments. ) 

What we frankly forecast is that this generation is too inteiligent to be so shame- 

fully betrayed. When the war is over, hundreds of thousands of young men will come 
back from days of suffering and the nearness of death. When they have had time to 
study the situation and really find out what has been going on, they are going to take 
this old world apart as it has never been taken apart before. 
Scared? Does that idea frighten you? It shoudn’t. It is a glorious thought! Wouldn’t 
you be willing to miss a meal or two to see a betrayed but enlig! itened generation bring 
forth a new era of truth and justice? Do you know where the idea came from? Lenin? 
Marx? No! It began at Calvary where the world first learned that there is a power 
within the reach of the poor and oppressed which can melt the blade of steel held in 
the jeweled hand of the rich and the mighty. 


There was suffering and sacrifice on 


Reconquered Colonies One of the war’s major issues, which is being played down 
and suppressed as much as possible, is the question of the restoration of colonial terri- 
tories, retaken by American armed forces, to the imperial powers that were unable to 
defend them. 

In spite of the efforts of censors to block such news, courageous American corre- 
spondents are managing occasionally to get reports through concerning the numerous 
times American fighting men have been burying their dead comrades while Dutch or 
British colonial officials have raised their respective government’s flags on a nearby 
compound. What is more, the hush-hush is also being put on the fact that as soon as 
the imperial flags are lifted, American merchandise is no longer permitted free access 
to those recaptured markets except when given away by lend-lease. When the boys 
come home we are going to hear plenty about this. 


Not Isolationism The above reports are not being offered in any spirit of isolationism. 
Walter Lippman and others who are strong internationalists are demanding some new 
arrangement that will give America the right to retain control of the soil that was 
paid for by American blood when the former owners were unable to do more than 
gather up their accounting books and run for it. 

Did you know that some Empire authorities of the South Pacific have made loud 
and in some instances arrogant demands that all thought of America’s retaining any 
interest in the South Pacific trade lanes be banished from the world’s consideration ? 
They were humble and eager to cooperate when Japan stood grinning menacingly on 
their horizons; now their trading zones are safe again and the American boy sleeping 
under their flag pole is being spoken of as an insolent imposter! 


International Trusteeship We do not argue that the United States should take over 
recaptured colonial possessions. Some people do; but in reality that is insisting that 
a new imperialism supplant the old. Would not a more moral, a more Christian solu- 
tion be an arrangement whereby an international trusteeship be set up so that the 
colonial areas affected might be administered in the true spirit of the Atlantic Charter 
with equal rights of access to raw materials for all people until the day these lands 
might be owned and controlled by their own inhabitants ? 

However, great blocks of inherited wealth, branching out from the large traditional 
financial and trade centers of our western world, are not interested in such a concept 
now that their investments are safe again. These interests, which control the London 
government and our own political policy in Washington, in spite of all their gestures 
toward labor and liberalism to hold votes, are not particularly concerned with what 
soldier boy sleeps under what flag as long as the ownership of oil fields, tin mines, 
rubber plantations and rich trading centers does not suffer a permanent change. Ameri- 
can blood is precious; shouldn’t it buy something more valuable and hopeful for the 
human race than that? 


(Continued on next page) 
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Destroy Cartels 


For over a year Between the Lines has been reporting to its 
readers the dangerous underground operations of the international 
cartels, news of which for the most part has been suppressed. It is 
encouraging to learn that, in a report called “Destroy Cartels” sent 
to 10,000 church leaders over the nation by the United Christian 
Council for Democracy (an_ organization which speaks for six large 
denominational church social action organizations), crippling war 
shortages were blamed on the international cartel system and the 
continuation of secret cartel agreements in the post-war period were 
decried. 


When war came the United States found that foreign business 
hands were controlling our economy, the report contends. When we 
tried to reproduce for war, we discovered that international cartel 
agreements stood in the way, creating serious shortages in essential 
war materials, tools and know-how. The well-known bottlenecks 
in rubber, gasoline, magnesium, tungsten carbide are discussed. 


“The record shows that our international business men were for 
the most part indifferent to the political consequences of their acts 
and so were tools in the hands of those to whom business is an in- 
strument of national and world policy. Even when made aware of 
the danger their motto was still ‘Business first.’ One can no more 
serve country and mammon than he can serve God and mammon,” 
the Council asserted. 


Showing the control which Germany exercised over other nations 
through cartel agreements, especially that of I. G. Farben, the 
churchmen are warned that the bargaining power even today of Ger- 
many industry and finance is tremenous; that Germany has accumulat- 
ed cartel profits and royalties in British and American banks; that 
General Motors, International Telegraph ard Telephone, Standard 
Oil of New Jersey, Ford, Otis Elevator, Remington Rand and In- 
ternational Business Machines have assets in Germany of over half 
a billion; that Hitler continues to carry on high finance through the 
Bank of International Settlements still operating and with an Ameri- 
can as president. [Italics ours.] 


That this nation has heavy stakes in the cartel system is pointed 
up in the report by citing the fact that eighty-five of our United 
States corporations are known to have inte rnational cartel affiliations ; 
that seventeen of them have been indicted under anti-trust statutes; 
and, further, that the assets of eight of these are one-tenth of our 
total manufacturing assets, exclusive of food, beverages and tobacco. 


Pointing out that cartels have only been suspended by war neces- 
sity, not abolished, the report establishes full agreement with recent 
pronouncements of high officials of the Department of Justice who 
have warned us to get rid of cartels. “The challenge of cartels is 
clear,” the report concludes ; it is either “economic oligarchy or 
economic democracy.’ 


“The modern way of life requires international economic coopera- 
tion. Some day the nations will democratically arrange the kind 
required by our religion—joint development of the resources of the 
world and the skills of mankind with benefits to all and profits to 
none. Meantime? In place of cartels extend to other basic neces- 
sities the method begun by the United Nations for food; that is, 
joint planning commissions composed of representatives of govern- 
ment, business, labor, argiculture, transportation and the sciences 
involved.” 


Russian Educational Trends 


Further information has been received regz arding the Russian edu- 
cational shift away from the “progressive system. As we reported 
to you [Between the Lines, December 6, 1943], the Russians are 
placing their school-age children under a much stronger disciplinary 
regime than formerly and are exacting thorough scholarship, rather 
than continuing to follow the former method of gearing the educa- 
tional processes to fit into a child’s impulses toward self-expression. 


One result of this change in Russian educational policy is the 
separation of boys and girls in the secondary schools. An article 
by Professor M. M. Tsumer, released by the Soviet Embassy in 
Washington, discusses this move. Professor Tsusmer states that 
one of the problems which confronted the young Soviet State was 
“the establishment of social equality of the sexes.” The plain fact 
is that, under Czarist rule, the women in the great mass of peasant- 
worker homes were almost enslaved. 


Professor Tsusmer reports: “The full social equality of the sexes 
has become a fixed fact in Soviet life. The public schools of our 
country educated those reserves of women who have taken their 
places beside men in industry, transport and agriculture, in sciences, 
education and public affairs. 


“But in the Soviet Union social equality has never been regarded 
as a leveling process, crushing all those valuable attributes stemming 
from the difference in sex. When the Soviet States was first faced 
with the problem of destroying the social inequality of the sexes, co- 
education was a progressive step. Now we are faced with other 
problems: to strengthen further the Soviet family by fully develop- 
ing those characteristics of manhood and womanhood essential for 
two equal heads of a family—the father and the mother; and to 
strengthen still further the defense of our country wad developing to 
the fullest the physical and moral traits of both sexes 


This avowed intention to encourage closer family ties accentuates 
communism’s growing appreciation of the deep values of home life. 


To quote further from Professor Tsusmer’s report: 


“One of the short-comings of co-education is that it relegates 
to the background some of the most valuable characteristics of 
both boys and girls One must bear in mind that the physical 
and psychological development of boys and girls from the ages of 
11 to 17 do not run parallel. The school program which the boy 
of 11 to 14 can carry on with ease is too great a strain for girls of 
the same age, while the general capacities of boys from 14 to 17 are 
somewhat lowered. It is therefore clear that boys and girls require 
different pedagogical regimes and different dis: ipline. 


“Several necessary changes will have to be made in study out- 
lines and programs. The study of hygiene will cover the rudiments 
of anatomy and physiology [or, in other words, thorough sex educa- 
tion], the curriculum will include elementary psychology; and there 
will also be physical training, military training and training in 
domestic science. 


“Finally one must take into consideration the differences in the 
psychology of young boys and girls. In teaching children steadfast- 
ness, dicipline and comradeliness, a boy has one historic: il and literary 
conception of a hero—a girl has another; a boy is influenced in one 
way—a girl in another. There are undoubted advantages in separat- 
ing the education of boys and girls from the ages of 11 or 12 to 18.” 


world has been profoundly in- 
by the bold experiments which 


During the past two decades the 
fluenced, consciously or unconsciously, 
the Russians have dared to initiate and carry out. Our women’s 
branches of the armed forces, our extensive employment of women 
in the factories—and its corollary, community nurseries—are in large 
part due to Russian pioneering in these fields. This new educational 
development, therefore, will bear watching. 


“Dished Out, Shoveled Out, Given Away” 


Reports of waste in government spending continue to reach us. 
Here are some typical accounts: A Washington corresponde nt writes 
that about a year ago the War Department disposed of 27,000 dry- 
cell batteries which were alleged to be overage for military purposes. 
The whole lot sold for $15; the original cost was $18,000. A second 
lot of 95,000 batteries costing $142,934 was sold for $65. A smart 
operator profited by the transaction by selling a portion of the bat- 
teries for $20,000. 


This same correspondent also informs us that the Army now has 
on hand a surplus of 250,000 dinner plates. These plates have been 
offered for sale at 3¢ or 4¢. The Navy, needing 150,000 plates of 
the same type as the 4¢ variety owned by the Army, has agreed to 
purchase its plates elsewhere paying 18¢ for them. There is no 
evidence of fraud or collusion in these cases—just very poor business 
judgment ! 


Representative Merlin Hull, discussing the ay one of waste in 
a recent issue of The Progressive, described the General Accounting 
Office which was set up by Congress as an independent agency to 
audit all government accounts. Its Comptroller is responsible only 
to Congress and has been doing much to prevent extravagance and 
fraud. 


Mr. Hull cites one case where a $10,000,000 contract for automo- 
biles was cancelled by the Comptroller of the General Accounting 
Office because of fraudulent and padded specifications. Now, the 
Army and Navy, granting multitudes of huge contracts, are trving 
to sidestep the check put on their activities by this agency so that 
they may be unhindered in their dealings with the big corporations. 


The Naval Affairs Committee, said Mr. Hull, drew up a bill to 
give the Navy full authority in regard to contracts for Navy ma- 
terials. The General Accounting Office Comptroller told the com- 
mittee that, as it is, some unscrupulous contracting officers had “dished 
out, shoveled out, and given away” the taxpayer’s money and that 
the waste involved in war contracts could be reckoned in millions of 
dollars. Those responsible for the Navy contracts bill made no re- 
buttal to these statements. 





